
Quotes and Notes on Night   Name:________________________________
by Elie Wiesel

While you read this dark, beautiful, difficult book, it’s important to 
stop and think.  If you just plow right through, you can read it in 2 
hours, but that’s no good.  Being a person who does the right thing in 
life means that you have to be, above all, considerate.  That means that 
you consider the world around you, you consider other people’s experiences 
and feelings, you consider how and why things happen, you consider what 
you can do about it.  If you do not develop the habit of consideration, 
you will be susceptible to propaganda - that is, people telling you what 
to think, or worse: people who think for you, with your consent.  Don’t do 
that.  Be an original.  Be a real person.

OK, what kind of notes?  As you read, some words, sentences, or 
descriptions will strike you more than others.  I’m going to ask you to 
look for at least 10 quotes in the book.  Then describe why you chose that 
quote.  Your notes can be:
 •questions about what is happening
 •questions about how or why something is happening
 •statements of shock, amazement, or horror
 •comparisons to your life or other stories you’ve heard
 •short poems
 •anything else that you want to say
Your notes must be complete thoughts - single word responses are fine, but 
don’t count towards your 10 notes.
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